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Useful Microstock Search Tools & Directories

If you are a regular microstock buyer and have more than 
one account you can integrate microstock search into 
firefox with the picniche buyers toolbar (currently in beta) 
see picniche.com/toolbar for more details.

• shotspy.com another a search engine that lets you 
search multiple microstock agencies on one go

• MicrostockPhotography.com - microstock photography 
industry information & news

• And of course... Budgetstockphoto.com 
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Site Profile: 123rf.com

“123RF.com is one of the world’s largest 
players in the royalty-free microstock 
photography industry. 

Since its debut in June 2005, 123RF.com 
today hosts over  million stock photographs 
and vector illustrations with over 100,000 
contributing photographers and illustrators. 
The 123RF.com platform is also a channel for 
photographers, illustrators and designers 
to showcase their talent, allowing them 
to promote and sell their creations to a 
worldwide audience through a sales profit 
sharing model between 123RF and each 
contributor. 

With images going for less than $1, 123RF.
com is committed to making high quality 
stock photography affordable for everyone. 
123RF.com also offers its clients the flexibility 
of acquiring images via subscription plans or credit packages, 
whichever suits their needs better.”

http://123rf.com
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“You shouldn’t simply assume is that micro is cheap, RF is in the 
middle and RM is expensive – clients can spend hundreds of dollars 
in a microstock site on an image, and they can get RM cheaply.”

Lewis Blackwell, Director of Strategy for Image Source
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maCRostoCk / FUll pRICe
Traditional stock agencies sell Rights Managed or Royalty 
Free Images, some still sell packages or ‘virtual cds’. Since 
the term microstock was coined you might also come across 
these agencies being called macrostock, and in some cases 
those offering lower cost images (~$50 per image) are 
described a ‘midstock’ (although this term tends to describe 
microstock sites that offer premium images).

We have listed a few of the bigger agencies here, despite 
the inroads that microstock has made the vast majority of 
images available today are licensed by the full price agencies, 
if you can afford the price this is where you will find, with 
enough research, an image of ANYTHING; including flowers 
growing on the Moon!

There are two giants of the traditional stock photography 
world, Getty images and Corbis, combined they dominate 
a large part of the industry. You’ll find a large number once 
independent agencies owned by these two companies

Getty Images  Individual Image $525
  RM & RF 70 Million
One of the worlds largest stock agencies, featuring a vast array of brands and licensing 
options.

Corbis  Individual Image $400
  RM & RF 100 Million
Similar to Getty in terms of selection, price and quality, you might also visit veer.com one 
of their satellite brands.

Alamy.com  Individual Image $190
  RM & RF 16.5 Million
Independent: Alamy was a pioneer of internet photography, they were one of the first to 
accept and resell digital images from any photographer whose work was good enough to 
meet their guidelines.

inmagine.com  Individual $349
  RF+RM 3.5 Million*
Source of rights managed and royalty free from 100 top selling image collections

masterfile.com  Individual $apply
  RF+RM ?
nice looking collection, and good site functionality allowing easy search of both RM and RF 
collections and filtering between the two.

Robert Harding  Individual $236
  RF+RM 5 Million
Leading independent travel image specialist

agefotostock.com  Individual+CD $apply
  RF+RM ?
Combining both RM and RF with low budget rf (micro) offering from easyFotostock

firstlight.com  Individual $355 (varies)
  RF+RM ?
Representing Canadian stock photographers and major worldwide collections

fotosearch.com  Individual $99+
  RF+RM 5.6 Million
searching 5.6 million images from more than 100 images collections and well as a range 
of image CDs

imagesource.com  Individual $199+ (varies)
  RF 5.6 Million
London based premium royalty free

acclaimimages.com  Individual $252.95 (varies)
  RF+RM 225,000
acclaim Images offers over 200,000 images by hundreds of professional photographers 
covering all major topics.

http://www.budgetstockphoto.com/microstock_photo_agencies.html
http://www.linkconnector.com/traffic_affiliate.php?lc=052033037831004157&atid=bsp_fill_price&lcpt=0&lcpf=0
http://corbis.com
http://alamy.com
http://www.inmagine.com/
http://www.masterfile.com
http://www.robertharding.com/
http://www.agefotostock.com
http://www.firstlight.com
http://www.fotosearch.com/
http://www.imagesource.com
http://www.acclaimimages.com
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X - AGPix  Individual $On Application)
  230,000
AGPix.com is home to an online community of 350+ image providers, who are mostly 
freelance photographers

PlainPicture  Individual $539
  RF+RM ?
Unconventional Portfolio, including “Rauschen”, a special collection of narrative, emotional 
and atmospheric photographs, specifically dedicated to book jacket designers.

SuperStock  Individual $479
  RF+RM ?
A selection of images from the Corbis brands line Fancy and Zefa and a Midstock priced 
collection
 
 
 

Macrostock Notes:

All prices are approximate, in US Dollars and subject to change, see each agency 
for full details and license details.

What is RM & RF? - View Glossary.

All our single image prices comparisons are based on a typical RF license for 
an image of at least 1000x1000 pixels, in some cases cheaper licenses can be 
obtained for web/online use, lower resolutions or by subscription program.
Shocked by the price? Remember the price gets you quality, wider choice and 
a level of exclusivity not found with microstock images, but for many people 
microstock offers a better value solution.

http://www.agpix.com
http://www.plainpicture.com
http://www.superstock.com
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speCIalIty stoCk Images
Travel
Free Sites (Global)

photoeverywhere.co.uk 
A good selection of creative commons travel images from 
the UK and around the world 

freelargephotos.com 
free collection categorized mostly on geographic location

shutteroo.com
small collection of photos of Australia

Location Specific Free Sites & Creative Commons
 
freeaussiestock.com
Small collection Australian stock photography

geograph.org.uk 
aiming to photograph every bit of UK and Ireland

Location Specific Microstock
 
microstock.co.il 
microstock agencies specializing in Israeli images

Travel @ bigstock.com 
Travel search results from their microstock collection

hedgehoghouse.com
Rights managed Kiwi image collection

pacificstock.com
Hawaii, Asia and the pacific

idahostockimages.com
stock images of Idaho

alaskastock.com
stock images of Alaska

accentalaska.com
Alaska Image specialist site

http://photoeverywhere.co.uk
http://freelargephotos.com/
http://shutteroo.com
http://freeaussiestock.com/
http://www.geograph.org.uk/
http://www.microstock.co.il
http://www.bigstock.com/search/?sadv=1&photo_name=travel&order=popular&refid=tPvtzFh1CR
http://hedgehoghouse.com
http://pacificstock.com
http://idahostockimages.com
http://alaskastock.com
http://accentalaska.com
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photoeverywhere.co.uk

http://photoeverywhere.co.uk
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Christmas and Festive

Free Sites

Christmasstockimages.com 
Small collection free festive and seasonal photos for web/
online use

Vintage Christmas Clipart 
Very small collection, but great looking Christmas 
illustrations

Festive at FreePixels 
About 200 free xmas holiday stock images

Seasonal and Celebration at www.freeimages.co.uk 
Christmas stock and festive backgrounds / light effects

Commercial Sites 
 

Christmas @ bigstock.com 
christmas search results from their microstock collection

ChristmasStockImages.com

http://christmasstockimages.com/
http://vintageholidaycrafts.com/vintage-christmas-images/
http://www.freepixels.com/free-photos/christmas
http://www.freeimages.co.uk/jumpto/festive.htm
http://www.bigstock.com/search/?sadv=1&photo_name=christmas&order=popular&refid=tPvtzFh1CR
http://christmasstockimages.com/
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Halloween

Free Sites

freedigitalphotos.net/images/Halloween_g164.html 
21 halloween images from freedigitalphotos.net

creepyhalloweenimages.com 
Around 400 free halloween photos in resolution up to 
1600px (3000px for free subscribers)

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Halloween_images 
Creative halloween some commons images on wikipedia

publicdomainpictures.net/hledej.php?hleda=halloween
well organised collection of PD images

Commercial Sites 
 

Halloween @ bigstock.com 
halloween search results from their microstock collection 
 
Halloween @ 123RF 
halloween search results from 123RF creepyhalloweenimages.com

http://www.freedigitalphotos.net/images/Halloween_g164.html
http://creepyhalloweenimages.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Halloween_images
http://publicdomainpictures.net/hledej.php?hleda=halloween
http://www.bigstock.com/search/?sadv=1&photo_name=halloween&order=popular&refid=tPvtzFh1CR
http://www.123rf.com/search.php?imgtype=0&word=halloween
http://creepyhalloweenimages.com/
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Religion & Faith

Stock Image Sites 

easterstockphotos.com 
Images of Easter and Christianity themes 

goodsalt.com 
The world’s leading source of religious imagery 

picjew
Purchase pictures of “Jewish way of life”

forgivenstock
Collection of Christian Stock Photography 

Microstock Sites 

Religion @ bigstock.com 
Travel search results from their microstock collection

http://easterstockphotos.com
http://www.goodsalt.com
https://www.picjew.com/en
https://www.forgivenstock.com/
http://www.bigstock.com/search/?sadv=1&photo_name=religion&order=popular&refid=tPvtzFh1CR
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glossaRy
Terms and Jargon - here’s a little help

• Key Terminology: “Copyright Free Images?”  
Very few photos are copyright free, only PD photos 
have no copyright attached. In most all other cases 
the original photographer still owns the copyright 
over the image because they created it. That does 
not mean that you can’t use the image, but in order 
to use any image you need a license to do so. In 
the case of free and creative commons images the 
license is given away with no charge, in the case 
of paid “stock photography” then you need to pay 
for the license depending on what use you make of 
the image. When you buy a stock photo you are not 
buying the copyright of it, you are simply buying a 
license to use the image.

• Stock Photo 
A stock photo is simply an “off the shelf” image 
that was taken with the intention of being reused 
in a design, web site etc, this compared to having 
someone take a custom photo for you. Stock photos 
can be obtained either free or by purchase. The term 
stock photo is used to differentiate these images 
from those which were taken as artworks, or for 
documentary or editorial purposes.

• PD 
Public domain images, images that have been made 
available for free use and have no terms attached, 
typically the choice of subjects and image resolution 
or quality is limited - there’s no such thing as a free 
lunch!

• License 
The terms which you agree to when you ‘buy’ an 
image for use, these typically prohibit you from 
reselling the image or using it in certain predefined 
ways, as stated above then you ‘buy’ an image 
you are in fact buying a license to use it, you are 
not buying the copyright of the image, a common 
misunderstanding amongst amateur image buyers. 
Licenses vary from site to site so always check you 
can use the image in the way you intend. There are 
two main license types in stock photography Rights 
Managed (RM) and Royalty Free (RF) More about 
stock photo license types on our website

• Creative Commons 
A system of licenses which allows photographers 
to provide their work for free under certain well 
defined conditions, these typically exclude the image 
being used in commercial applications and ALWAYS 
stipulate that the photographer be attributed where 
the pictures are used. Many photographers use 
creative commons as a way of promoting their work 
in front of a wider audience.

file:///C:/Users/Joey%20Deakin/Documents/Sites/budgetphoto/gfx/stock_photo_license_types.html
file:///C:/Users/Joey%20Deakin/Documents/Sites/budgetphoto/gfx/stock_photo_license_types.html
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• Microstock 
A term applied to Royalty free stock photo agencies 
who source their images from not just professional 
photographers but also amateurs via a strictly 
controlled review process. Microstock sites are a 
marketplace for 1000’s of photographers to sell their 
work to you, but buyers only need to deal with the 
agency itself. Most sites allow you to buy credits 
that afford you a number of downloads of varying 
resolutions, most also sell vector illustrations and 
some sell stock footage (video).

• Resolution 
Strictly speaking the term refers to how many 
pixels (the smallest elements of a digital image) 
are displayed or printed in a defined area (i.e. 300 
dots per inch - 300dpi) but the term is often used 
to refer to the dimensions of an image in pixels e.g. 
1200x1600 pixels. The higher the number of pixels 
the larger you will be able to print or display the 
image without losing quality.

• Subscription Images 
You pay a monthly or annual fee to access a pre 
defined number of photos as you need them, this 
works out cheaper if you need images on a regular 
basis.

• Editorial Photo 
This term is usually applied to images of events or 
celebrities, they have special license terms applied to 
them, they normally cannot be used in advertising or 
promotional material.

• Extended License 
A term used by stock agencies to allow images to be 
used in more applications than normally allowed e.g. 
to resell a photo as a derivative product like a framed 
print, website template, poster etc. then you need 
to buy an extended license or merchandise license, 
these cost more than standard royalty free licenses.

• Royalty Free (RF) 
Stock photos which are supplied for unlimited use 
(within the license terms which do sometimes include 
restrictions) are called royalty free because you do 
not pay a royalty each time the image is used or how 
many times it is displayed. Microstock images are 
sold as RF.
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• Rights Managed (RM) 
Rights managed is usually the most expensive way 
to buy stock photos, but has some key benefits in 
exclusivity, as rights managed images are strictly 
controlled, you pay to use them on a per use basis 
e.g. on the front of 10,000 copies of a magazine, or 
on the front page of a web site for 1 year.

• Attribution / Credit Link 
An attribution or credit is a piece of text or web link 
displayed alongside an image when you use it, unless 
used in editorial applications paid stock images 
almost never require a credit. Conversely a large 
majority of free stock photo licenses stipulate some 
kind of ‘credit’ as do all creative commons licenses, in 
this case you can think of the attribution being made 
in lieu of payment to the photographer. If you use the 
images without making the credit then you will be 
breaking the terms of the license leaving you open 
to legal action - a pitfall a lot of people fall into when 
the simply download a photo they see in the internet 
and use it.
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stay Up to Date
Discount Coupons & News

Discover all the latest stock photo industry news, discount 
coupons and receive updates to this document as they are 
published.

email updates and discount codes

budgetstockphoto.com - latest updates via our site

@bstockphoto on twitter

Facebook.com/BudgetStockPhoto

Broken Link / Add Listing / Feedback

We really do appreciate any feedback you have about this 
document, let us know anything you would like to see 
included.
 
Think we have missed a site from the list? then let us 
know

Document revision 20A

http://feedburner.google.com/fb/a/mailverify?uri=BudgetstockphotoUpdates&loc=en_US
http://budgetstockphoto.com
http://twitter.com/bstockphoto
http://facebook.com/BudgetStockPhoto
http://www.budgetstockphoto.com/contact.html
http://www.budgetstockphoto.com/contact.html

